SRI-SRT RADHA RASA
SUDHANIDHI

""The nectar-ocean of Sri Radha's flavours'"

By Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati

With English commentary based on the Bengali commentary made by Sl
Madhusiidana Dasa Adhikari, Prabhupada Srila Ananda Gopala Gosvami and Radhakunda
Mahanta Pandita Srimat Ananta Dasa Babaji Maharija. Bengali songs that follow the
commentaries are composed by Dr. Haripada Sila from Howrah.
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This is the longest and most popular prayer to Srimati Radharani, which is sung by
different sampradayas (devotee-traditions) of sacred Vrndavana. The entire text hangs on the
wall of the Seva Kuiija-garden in Vrndavana, each verse inscribed in one separate marble slab.
Although this book appears to be full of erotic verses, the reader is reminded of the fact that
this is not material, but transcendental eros. Hearing and chanting of these transcendental
topics swiftly liberate the reciter and hearer from the heart's disease of lust, provided this
hearing and chanting is done with faith, faith that this is the transcendental exchange between
God (Krsna) and His internal potency (His svariipa sakti). Instead of becoming sexually
agitated, the faithful practitioner of this upasana (subject of devotional meditation) will
become free from the disease of lust. Srimad Bhagavata (10.33.40) states:

vikriditam vraja vadhibhir idam ca visnoh
Sraddhanvito'nusruyed atha varnayed yah
bhaktim pararh bhagavatim pratilabhya kamam
hrd rogam asv apahinoty acirena dhirah

"Anyone who faithfully hears and chants the pastimes of Lord Visnu (Krspa) with
the women of Vraja attains the highest devotion to God. He will swiftly be cured from the
heart's disease of lust and he will become steady (pure and saintly)." Ed.

VERSE 1:

NINDANTAM PULAKOTKARENA VIKASAN NIPA PRASUNA CCHABIM
PRORDDHIKRTYA BHUJA DVAYAM HARI HARITY UCCAIR VADANTAM MUHUH
NRTYANTAM DRUTAM ASRU NIRJHARA CAYAIH SINCANTAM URVI-TALAM

GAYANTAM NIJA PARSADAIH PARIVRTAM SRI GAURACANDRAM NUMAH
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nindantarh - mocking; pulaka - goosepimples; utkarena - with a multitude; vikasah - blooming;
nipa - Kadamba; prasiina - flowers; chabim - splendour; prorddhikrtya - raising; bhuja - arm;
dvayarh - two; hari hari iti - Hari Hari!; uccaih - loudly; vadantarh - saying; muhuh - repeatedly;
nrtyantar - dancing; drutam - quickly; asru - tears;, nirjhara - cascades; cayaih - abundances;
sificantam - sprinkling; #arvi - earth; talarm - surface; gayantar - singing; nija - own; parsadaih -
with associates; parivrtam - surrounded; $ri gauracandram numah - obeisances to St Gauracandra.

I offer my obeisances unto Lord Gauracandra, who is surrounded by all His
associates and whose body is studded with goosepimples of ecstasy that mock the beauty
of blossoming Kadamba flowers. He raises His arms, repeatedly and loudly crying 'Hari!
Hari!' as He dances and sings, showering the surface of the earth with cascades of tears.

AUSPICIOUS INVOCATION:

Comments: Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati is the object of Sii Caitanya
Mahaprabhu's great mercy, so his mind and heart are always absorbed in the sweet pastimes,
attributes and sentiments of Srimati Radharani in Vraja. Now he begins his delicious book of
eager prayer named 'Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi' out of compassion for the devotees who aspire

for the confidential service of Srimati Radharani's lotusfeet. In this verse he praises his
worshipable deity, S$rf Caitanya Mahaprabhu. ~

Vraja Vihari $r1 Krsna accepted the mood and complexion of $11 Radha and became
Gavra to fulfill three desires: To understand the greatness of Radha's love, the wonderful
qualities that She alone relishes in Him and the happiness She feels when She realizes the
sweetness of His love. In Vrndavana-/ila, Krsna was the witness of the sweetness of S
Radha's love of which He Himself was the object, and in Gaura-/ila He accepted the mood and
luster of Sri Radha to understand the gravity of Her love. In the opening verse of his book
'Radhi Rasa Sudhanidhi', Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati draws a beautiful picture of how
the full transcendental truth of Vraja (811 Krsna) experienced the sweetness of Radha's
emotions. Here Sripa'tda follows the custom in the Gaudiya Vaisnava tradition to praise Lord
Gaura before commencing the description of Sri-Sti Radha-Madhava's sweet pastimes. This is
called 'Gaura candrikd'. In his book 'SiT Caitanya Candramrta' (88), Sripada writes:

yatha yatha gaura padaravinde vindeta bhaktimh krta punya rasih
tatha tathotsarpati hrdyakasmat radha padambhoja sudhambu rasih

"When a very fortunate soul experiences devotion for Lord Gaura's lotusfeet, the
nectarocean from Radha's lotusfeet suddenly floods his heart." $1i Gaurasundara has brought
an unprecedented torch of Vraja-rasa, whose bright effulgence shows the devotees the way
to the sweet bhajan of Sri Vindavana, which is otherwise hard to see. And along with that
sweet transcendental Vraja-rasa, Mahaprabhu introduced Himself to the devotees of this
world. S$17 Vasu Ghosa sings:

yadi gaura na hoto, ki mene hoito,
kemone dharitam de
radhdara mahima, prema rasa simd,

jagate janato ke ?
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"If Gaura had not come, how would the world have been? Who would have tought the
world the greatness of Radha and the limit of prema rasa?"

madhura vinda-  vipina madhuri,
pravesa caturt sara

varaja yuvati, bhavera arati,
Sakati hoito kara?

"Who would have shown the way to enter into the sweetness of Vrndavana and the
anxious mood of the young girls of Vraja?" The only way to extinguish the burning sensation
of the threefold material misery (caused by the elements, one's own body or mind, or by other
creatures) with a nectar-stream of love for Sri-S$ri Radha-Govinda is the mercy of Sriman
Mahaprabhu.

In this verse Sripada Prabodhananda describes the sartvika ecstasies of Sri
Gaurasundara as He takes pleasure in performing kirtzana. Srila Riipa Gosvami defines these
sattvika ecstasies as follows in Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhuh (2.3.1):

krsna sambandhibhih saksat kificid va vyavadhanatah
bhavais cittam ihakrantarn sattvam ityucyate budhaih
sattvad asmat samutpanna ye ye bhavas tu sattvikah

"When the heart is touched by emotions directly (in the form of the five basic
relationships of servanthood, friendship, parenthood etc.) or indirectly (in the form of the
seven secondary moods such as laughter, chivalry etc.) related to Krsna, the wise call it
sattva, and the emotions coming from that are called sattvika bhavas." The Lord had accepted
the mood and lustre of St Radha and had become the main shelter for His own rati, therefore
the sattvika and other bhavas had become fully manifest in Him. This is confirmed in Caitanya
Caritamrta:

tahe mukhya - rasasraya, hoiyachen mahasaya,
tdte hoy sarva bhavodoy

"The Lord had become the main shelter of His own rasa, and so all ecstasies arose
in Him." Sripada sweetly depicts how Sr Gauranga's body displayed the unrivalled ecstasies
derived from relishing the sweetness of Radha's rasa within Himself by saying: nindantan
pulakotkarena vikasan nipa prasina cchabim "His body was beautified by goosepimples that
mocked freshly blossoming Kadamba-flowers." Mahaprabhu's body manifested uddipta
sattvika bhavas. Stila Riipa Gosvami says in Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu (2.3.79):

ekada vyaktim apannah paiica sah sarva eva va
ariigha paramotkarsam uddipta iti kirtitah

"When five or six sattvika ecstasies simultaneously arise to the greatest extent, they
are called uddipta." Again, Sripada says prorddhikrtya bhuja dvayarh hari harity uccair
vadantarh muhuh: "He lifts His arms and loudly chants "Hari! Hari!!" This is an anubhava
called krosana. Srila Riipa Gosvami says in Bhakti Rasamrta Sindhu: anubhavas tu cittastha
bhavanam avabodhakah "Activities that awaken ertain moods in the heart are called
anubhdava” When rati is relished within the heart it will be externally manifest. The echo of
Mahaprabhu's loud chanting of Harinama immersed all the moving and nonmoving creatures
in the taste of love of Krsna. Srila Haridasa Thakura revealed this secret of the loud chanting
of Hari nama :
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tumi yei koriyacho ucca sankirtana; sthavara jangamera sei hoyoto §ravana
Sunitei jangamera sarisdra hoy ksaya; sthavare se Sabda lage - tate pratidhvani hoy
pratidhvani nahe sei - koroye kirtana; tomdra krpaya ei akathya kathana

(Caitanya Caritamrta Antya Ch.3)

"All the moving and nonmoving creatures have heard Your loud chanting. Hearing it,
all the moving creatures were liberated from material existence, and after the nonmoving
creatures hear it there is an echo. It's actually not an echo, it is the chanting of these
nonmoving creatures. All these indescribable things are possible by Your mercy." Mahdprabhu
dances with restless feet and sprinkles the earth with His tears. The padakarta (singer) Riya
Sekhara describes the sweet dancing of SrT Gaurasundara and His associates as follows:

madhura madhura gaura kisora madhura madhura nata
madhura madhura saba sahacara madhura madhura hata

"How sweet is Gaura KiSora (the youthful golden Lord Caitanya)! How sweet is His
dancing! How sweet are His associates!"

madhura madhura mrdanga bajata madhura madhura tan
madhura rase matala bhakata gaoye madhura gana

. "How sweetly the drums are playing, how sweet is their rhythm! How sweetly the
devotees are maddened by transcendental mellows and how sweetly they sing!"

madhura helana madhura dolana madhura madhura gati
madhura madhura vacana sundara madhura madhura bhdti

"How sweetly He moves, how sweetly He swings and how sweet are His steps! How
sweet are His beautiful words and how sweet is His radiance!”

madhura adhara jini $asadhara madhura madhura hasa
madhura arati madhura piriti madhura madhura bhasa

"How sweet are His lips and how sweet are His smiles, that defeat the sweetness of the
moon! How sweet is His eagerness, how sweet is His love and how sweet are His words!"

madhura yugala nayana ratula madhura ingite cay
madhura premera madhura badare vancita sekhara raya

"How sweetly His reddish eyes are making sweet hints! Unfortunately, Raya Sekhara
is deprived of this sweet love!" While Mahaprabhu dances His eyes manifest the sattvika
ecstasy of asru. In Caitanya Caritdmrta it is described how Mahaprabhu manifested this ecstasy
while dancing before the chariot of Lord Jagannatha :

Jalayantra dhdra yeno bohe asrujala;
asapasa loka yoto bhijilo sakala (C.C.)

"Tears were flowing from His eyes like fountains, sprinkling all the people that stood
around.” This sastvika transformation is so wonderful that one may ask: "Does the Ganga-
water, that normally flows from His (Lord Visnu's or the selfsame Sriman Mahaprabhu's)
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lotusfeet now flow from His eyes?" apani kori asvadane, Sikhaila bhaktagane,
prema cintamanira prabhu dhani (Caitanya Caritamrta) "The Lord not only taught the world
about prema, He also gave a splendid example of how to relish its flavours. The Lord is
the wealthy owner of the Cintamani-gem of prema." The people of the world will be blessed
with initiation into the mantra of prema by voluntarily selling themselves to the lotusfeet of
that sweetly, blissfully dancing and chanting $ri Gaura. Even the stones melt when they
remember how sweetly Lord Gaura dances and how He rolls on the ground like a golden
mountain! ' -

jaya $rT jagad ananda, jaya jaya gauracandra,
§ri gauramandala sudhakara
vikasita nipa- prasiina cchabi apariipa,

pulake parnita kalevara

"All glories to $ri Gauracandra, who gives joy to the world, Who is the moon of
Gauramandala (the holy circle around Navadvipa) and Whose body is studded with
goosepimples of ecstasy that are as wonderful as blooming Kadambaflowers!"

punah punah bahu tuli, uccaih svare hari boli,
ndce gora natana suthama
nirjhara nayana dhara, sificana koriya gora,

abhisikta koila dharadhama

"How nicely Gora (Mahaprabhu) dances, repeatedly lifting His arms and loudly
chanting "Hari! Hari!!" A stream of tears flows from Gora's eyes and sprinkles the surface of
the earth!"

sapdrsade gaurahari, kirtane darsana kori,
punah punah koriya prandama
§ripada prabodhananda, arambhila rasa grantha,

radha rasa sudhanidhi nama

"Thus Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati begins his rasika book named 'Radha Rasa
Sudhanidhi’ by offering his repeated obeisances to Lord Gaurahari and His associates and
witnessing His kirtana-pastimes."

) mangaldcarana Sloka, Sravane smarane sukha,
' - bhakta kori parama sampad
guru padapadma renu, bhiisana koriya tanu,

chanda kori gaya haripada
"This verse serves as the auspicious invocation of this book, it is the highest wealth of

all the devotees and it makes them happy by remembering and hearing it. Decorating his body
with the dust of his guru's lotusfeet, Haripada sings these poetical songs."

VERSE 2:

YASYAH KADAPI VASANANCALA KHELANOTTHA
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DHANYATI DHANYA PAVANENA KRTARTHA MANI
YOGINDRA DURGAMA GATIR MADHUSUDANO'PI
TASYA NAMO'STU VRSABHANU BHUVO DISE'PI

yasyah - whose; kadapi - ever; vasana - garment; aficala - border; khelana - playful; uttha -
arising; dhanya - blessed; ati dhanya - very blessed; pavanena - by the wind; krtartha - fulfilled;
mani - considers; yogindra - king of mystics; durgama - hard to enter; gatih - goal; madhusiidanah -
Krsna; api - even, tasya - Her; namah - humble obeisance; astu - let it be; vrsabhanu bhuvah - the
daughter of Vrsabhanu; dise - in the direction; api - even.

Even Lord Madhusiidana (Krsna), who is hard to attain even by the best of yogis,
feels Himself greatly blessed when He is touched by even the slightest playful breeze
coming from the tip of SrT Radhika's garment. I offer my obeisances to any direction in
which-I may find this daughter of Maharaja Vrsabhanu!

THREEFOLD AUSPICIOUS INVOCATION:

Comments: Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati is the object of Sriman Mahaprabhu's
unlimited mercy, therefore he is conscious of the elevated ujjvala rasa (erotic sentiment) of
Vraja and thinks of himself as a maidservant of $ri Radha in the forest bowers (kunjas) of
Vraja. Sripada Kavi Karpapura has written in his book 'Gaura GanoddeSa Dipika that in
Krsna's pastimes Sripada Prabodhananda Sarasvati was Tungavidya-sakhi, one of St Radhika's
eight chief girlfriends, but while reading his book 'Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi' we can see that,
by Mahaprabhu's grace, his heart was filled with the astonishing rasa of a maidservant, or
kirnkart, of Sri Radha. This is the most beloved practise of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, called
radha snehadhika or bhavollasa rati. Srila Rupa Gosvami explains in his 'Bhakti Rasamrta
Sindhu' (2.5.128):

saficari syat samond va krsna-ratyah suhrd ratih
adhika pusyamana ced bhavollasa itiryate

"When Radha's girlfriends love Her as much as or less than Sri Krsna, then their
saficari:bhava is called krsna rati, but when they love Radhika more it is called bhavollasa."
This bhavolldsa rati is the sthdayl bhava (permanent and chief mood) of S$ri Radhika's
maidservants. rddha snehddhika means that they love Radha more than Krsna. This is what
the Gaudiya Vaispavas desire! In his 'Vraja Vilisa Stava (38)', Srila Raghunatha Dasa
Gosvami writes:

tambiilarpana pada mardana payo danabhisaradibhir
vrndaranya mahesvarim priyataya yas tosayanti priyah
prana prestha sakhi-kulad api kilasankocita bhiamikah
keli bhismisu ripa mafijart mukhds ta dasikah samsraye

"By offering Her betelnuts, by massaging Her feet, by bringing Her water, by
arranging for Her secret meeting with Krspa and by performing many other services, the
maidservants lovingly please Sri Radhika, the great queen of Vrndavana. When Radha and
Krsna make love They don't feel shy before these maidservants, although They do feel shy
before Their girlfriends, that are otherwise dearer to Them than life itself. I take shelter of
these maidservants that are headed by Sri Riipa Maiijari."
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This book 'Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi' consists of Sripada's prayers in both sadhaka avesa
- the more external consciousness of a practising devotee - and siddha avesa - the internal
consciousness in which he is aware of his eternal spiritual body as a maidservant and/or
girlfriend of $r1 Radha. Sometimes we will see him in the fortunate condition of having direct
transcendental communion with Sri Radhika, and sometimes we see him eagerly praying for
such a communion in his sadhakavesa. But even in that sadhakavesa there is a strong
vibration of his identity as Sii Radha's maidservant! By saying: "I offer my obeisances to any
direction where I may find S$ri Radha", Sripada prays for a blessing upon all the sadhakas of
the world who meditate on Radha-Krsna's Vrndavana-pastimes. May their sacred desires be
fulfilled! ‘

One may ask now: "Why does Sripada call Krsna 'Madhusfidana' in this verse? Isn't

~:.that-indicating Krsna's divine prowess (aisvarya) and isn't that contrary to the sweet mood

(madhurya) of the Vrndavana-devotees? The answer to this is: "The name Madhusiidana
also means madhu puspa-rasari sidayati khandayatiti madhusiadanah: $1i Krsna, Who drinks
the honey (madhu) from Radha's lotuslike lips, just like a bee". The pastimes of Radha and
Krsna are hardly perceived even by the kings of yogis like Mahadeva (Lord Siva) and
Lord Brahma. Caitanya Caritamrta states; radha-krsnera lila ei ati gidhatara; dasya
vatsalyadi bhavera na hoy gocara / sabe eka sakhiganera iha adhikara; sakht hoite hoy ei
lilara vistara "The pastimes of Radha and Krsna are very confidential. They are not even
perceived by Krsna's own servants and friends in Vraja. Only His girlfriends can enter into
it, and itis they who expand these pastimes."

Just as Sripada thinks: "Will I be so fortunate to witness those sweet pastimes of
Madhustidana that cannot even be perceived by the kings of yogis?", a spiritual revelation
comes to him by Sriman Mahaprabhu's grace: He sees Sri-Sri Radha-Madhava playing Their
pastimes in a lonely bower of Vrndavana. After these pastimes Srimati Radhika sits up on
the bed, looking like a flowergarland ravished by a bumblebee. Rasika Siromani (Krsna, the
crownjewel of relishers) becomes compassionate when He sees how tired She is, but this is
not the kind of compassion a lover usually has for his girlfriend; that can be understood from
Srila Krsna Dasa Kaviraja's commentary on the 18th verse of Bilvamangala Thakura's
'Krsna Karnamrta' (tarundaruna karunamaya vipulayata nayanam). There it is said: tarune
madana madodgarini svato madhupanena carune ca vijanadind tac chramadpanodanarthari
hrdyudgatva ya karuna tad udgarini ca svato vipule dyate ca nayane yasya. "$ri  Krsna
personally fans S$ri Radhika to soothe Her fatigue and His lotuseyes, that are naturally reddish
because of drinking honeywine, become wide out of compassion upon Her." When Srimati is
in a controlling mood, known as svadhina bhartrkd, She orders Krsna: "Quickly dress Me!
My girlfriends will ridicule Me when they see Me in this condition!" Understanding the
situation, the kirikaris come and bring sandalwoodpulp, aguru (aloe), musk, collyrium, footlac
and other items. Rasika Siromani now becomes absorbed in dressing and ornamenting
Srimati. Svamini (Radhika) slightly smiles when She sees Rasika Nagara's absorption and
the kirikaris giggle, covering their mouths with their veils. While dressing Srimati, Syﬁma
repeatedly looks at Her face with tearfilled eyes. He cannot get enough of relishing that
sweet face of Hers! Srila ViSvanatha Cakravartipada says: trsyan muhuh smita sudhdrm
paripayito'pi " Although Krsna constantly drinks the nectar from Radhika's moonlike face, He
can never get enough of it. He always remains thirsty for more." While He paints collyrium
around Radhika's frisky eyes, Syama starts to sweat. svidyan drg anta capalaiicala vijito'pi:
"Although He is fanned by Radhika's restless eyelashes, He still sweats." Therefore Sri
Radhika orders §ripe‘1da Prabodhananda, who stands by in his kirikari-form, to fan Krsna.
Krsna's sweatdrops dry up because of her expert fanning, and then Sﬁpﬁda thinks of a funny
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prank: he begins to fan in such a way that Radhikd's fragrance enters Syamasundara's
nostrils. Even Syﬁma considers Himself to be blessed by catching a whiff of the edge of
Radhika's garment and He thinks to Himself: "O Wind! You are blessed! You are rightfully
called gandhavaha (carrier of scents)! Now You carry the scent of the precious musk on
Srimati's breasts! I wish I was that lucky!" When the kirikart sees Syama's condition, she is
immersed in an ocean of transcendental bliss. One of Svamini's names is gandhonmadita
madhava: She who maddens Madhava with Her fragrance." Now Sripada has directly
experienced in the kingdom of /ilas how suitable that name is. Suddenly his transcendental
vision stops and he laments: "Ha Radhe! Where is now that honeysweet play of Yours?"
Humbly he prays: "I offer my obeisances to that direction from where Sri Radha's
fragrance, that maddens even Madhava, comes! O direction! Show me my Pranesvari, the
queen of my life!" At certain times Sri Radhika lives at Her in-laws' abode named Yavata
(which is halfway between Nandagraima and the present town of Ko$i) and sometimes She
stays with Her parents at Barsana, forty kilometers west of Vindavana. The Vraja-devotees
that are fixed in smarana know exactly in which direction they can find Her, on what day
and what month. To that direction I offer my obeisances!

Jaya jaya aparipa, gandhonmadita madhava
Jaya jaya mangala $ri nama!

madhavira parihita, vasane ki adabhiita,
alaukika gandha vartamana

"All glories to the wonderful Girl whose fragrance maddens Madhava! All glories to
Her auspicious, beautiful holy name! How wonderful is Her dress that carries the
extraordinary fragrance of Madhavi-flowers!"

radhadra vasanaricala, saficalane parimala,
ye pavana koriya vahana
krsna nasa randhra dhama, sei gandha kore dana

dhanya dhanya sei to pavana

"Glorious, glorious is the breeze that carries the fragrance of the edge of Radhd's
garment! Glorious is the breeze that gives this fragrance to the abode of $ri Krsna's nostrils!"

ore dik bolo kotha, mora pranesvari radha,
kufije bhrame $ri madhusiidana
yogindra durgama gati, rai tanu gandhe mati,

vimohita madana mohana

"O Direction! Tell me in which kufija the queen of my heart, $17 Radha, rambles with
$1T Madhusiidana? Even Krsna, who enchants even Cupid and who is hard to attain even by
the kings of yogis, is maddened by the fragrance of Rai's (Radha's) divine body!"

ye kuiijete $ri radhika, krsna keli aradhika,
krsna dhyane krsna priyatama
yei dike kuiijesvari, vrsabhanu sukumarf,

krsna sanga koriya kamana

sei dik ke bara bara, koti koti namaskara,
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tabe mora sukhera ullasa
§ripada prabodhananda, rasala bhajanananda,
'sudhanidhi’ korila prakasa

"I offer millions of obeisances again and again to that kunja where Krsna's Dearmost
Sri Radhika, the tender daughter of king Vrsabhanu, the Queen of the kunjas Who worships
Krsna with Her loveplay, meditates on Krsna and desires His company. Then I will be very
happy. Sripada Prabodhananda, who relishes the nectarean bliss of bhajana, reveals this 'Radha
Rasa Sudhanidhi'."

VERSE 3:

BRAHMESVARADI SUDURUHA PADARAVINDA
SRIMAT PARAGA PARAMADBHUTA VAIBHAVAYAH
SARVARTHA SARA RASAVARSI KRPARDRA DRSTES
TASYA NAMO'STU VRSABHANU BHUVO MAHIMNE

brahma, i$vara - Brahma and Siva; ddi - and others; suduriiha - hardly attained; paddravinda -
lotusfeet; Srimat - beautiful; paraga - dust; parama - greatest; adbhuta - wonderful; vaibhavayah - of
the power; sarva - all; artha - purposes; sara - essence; rasa - flavour; varsi - showering; krpa - mercy,
ardra - melting; drsteh - of the glance; tasya - Her; namah - humble obeisances; astu - let it be;
vrsabhanu bhuvah - the offspring of Vrsabhanu; mahimne - to the greatness.

I offer my obeisances to the glories of Maharaja Vrsabhanu's daughter (Sri
Radhlka), the beautiful dust of Whose lotusfeet is hardly attained by Lord Brahma,
Lord Siva and others and whose merciful glance, which is endowed with the most
astonishing prowess, showers the nectar of the essence of all human pursuits (love of
God).

SRI RADHA'S GLORIES:

Commentary: In Caitanya Caritamrta it is said: citta drdha kori lage mahima jfiana
hoite "One's heart becomes fixed in faith when one is aware of God's greatness”, and for this
reason Sripada continues his auspicious invocation of 'Radha Rasa Sudhanidhi' by praising the
prowess of $ri Radha. Rasa (spiritual flavour) is built on the foundation of tattva (spiritual
truth) When that foundation is not there (when one disregards or does not know spiritual
truth) the rasa may seem to be mundane. In his commentary on verse 10.12.10 of the
Bhagavata Sii Jiva Gosvami writes: bhagavars tavad asadharana svariapaisvarya madhuryas
tattva visesah "God is the Supreme Truth, Who is full of extraordinary selfperfect prowess and
sweetness.” In the 40th chapter of the 'Patala khanda' of Padma Purana, $ri Narada Muni
offers most respectful prayers to Sri Radha. Vrajadhama is the abode of sweetness and
$ri Radharani is sweetness personified, therefore the Gaudiya Vaisnava caryas show all
the devotees of the world who meditate on the Lord's Vrndavana-pastimes the sweetness of Sii
Radha. But sometimes the Gosvamis also hint at Her great majestic aspect, which is the
foundation on which the palace of Her charming sweetness is built. Such is the case in this



